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H-B Anſwering of Queſtions, and 
- particularly the wild Fancies of our 
-  amorous mad Men, is a Thing I 


*« if you think fit to give me an Anſwer, 
« your Advice 1 ſh2l} follow ; When I was 
* about thirty Years of Age, I waited on a 


have declin'd of late, and it ſeems a new 
Oracle for thoſe D»laſions is erected; I ** 
am 1ure, I do,not at all envy them the Em- © 
ployment ; But here is a dainty Fellow that © 
has invited me to ſpeak to him, and I muſt. ** 
not-refuſe him... 


** near Relation, with a hearty Defire to 


make her my Wife; but, for our Near- 
neſs of Kin, Dodtors-Commons nor- the 
Biſhops would not allow of it, thd* we 
both earneftly defir'd it; we ſpar'd no 
Coft in Hopes to make us both as happy 


« 7 Efteem you a Man of good Sence, tho 
« & 1 can't agree with you in your Phana»' 
& tical Principles 3 but howſaever 1 have a 


«. rzc}ancholly Love Story to acquaint 'you, 


« as we defir'd; but as the Biſhops nor 
* Dottors Commons would give us no Re» 
« lief, but on the contrary gave us Threats 
« of Excommunication, and ſuch like Sorr 
« of Spiritual Court Puniſhments, We 


. *1both reſolv'd to make our Lives as eaſie 
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as poſſible without Matrimony, and live 


* a3 it marry'd in every Particular, ex- 
- c-ptircy, Carnal Knowledge 3 this we” 


buth gave each other our Oath to con- 


- tinus until Death; this-Life we liv'd 
many Years to the full Safisfattion of 


both, and Envy of many: that knew us, 
who ef-em'd us marry'd, for we never 
had Words, no Miſ-underſtandings, no 
Jarrs, for whitſvever we ask'd of each 


ther was anſewer'd mutually with an. ob» - 


lizing Compliance z but in the midft of 
this Hippia:C it pleas'd GOD in five 
Hours Time to deftroy the beſc Part of 
my Einate, which reduc'd it as much be- 
low hrs, as it was before larger, tho" 
h-r= by. the ſame Calamity ſuffer'd, thy 


© rot nar ſo mach in Proportion z for mine 


was ſo great, that I was forc'd by Officers 
t& Newgate, and from thence elſewhere, 
nntil I cevid ſell Part of my real Eſrate 


: to p2y my D-b's; when I was fo a Pri- 


fon-r, this Lady thought I was quite 
ruin'd, vp2n which ſhe Þ-gan to flight 


: me; every F:vour I ask'd .was refuſed, 
- tho? the Greateſt was but to come to ſee 


m2 ; but ſhe had alwaysan Excuſe, bur 
537 my Love was conſtant ro her, that 
lh" an extravagant Charge 1 waited on 


: her daily, tho? I could ſee Nneafineſs in 


h-: Face at my Entrance of her Houſe 


* but howſoever at Jaſt 1 got out of my 


Broils, and have a moderate Eſtate left, 
ſhe continges with the ſame Stlights ro 


: to my Perſon, eſteeming me below her. 
1 wenld fain know of you what Treatment 


[ ought ro give her; I can ruin her Eſtate 


: at my Pleaſure, as well as her Reputation, 


or 1 can make her own Houſe, or the 
L-o2uſes of all her Friends too hot to hold 
her; but ſhe is ore TI love, ard fol 
do the whole Family, ſo can't hurt her 
that way 3 but 1 had rather take an Op- 
partunity to ſhoot her through the Head, 


: and at the fame time ſerve my ſelf in the 


ame Manner, that I may die fullfiling 
my Oiths.I gave her;. but T would have 
v:ur Opinion, whether there may be 
H-pes, that GOD Almighty out of 
his I. finice Mercies and Juſtice would 


forgive us; Her for the Breach of Oath, 


©« Mine for her Murder: Oc if I ſhould let 
4 her remain and live as ſhe does, whether 
« *ris poſſible for her to die with a ſafe Con- 
& ſcience, without asking GOD Pardon for 
<« living tina known Breach of her Oath, 
*« and without making me ſome Sort of - 
& SatisfaQtion, by asKing:my Pardon, or whe- 
*© ther her Ingratitude and Slights gives me 
* a £go00d Diſcharge from my Oath to marry- 
© 2nother, cr if you eſteem none of theſe 
«© Meaſures. Pray give me your Advice 
* howto behave my ſelf to Her, and really 
* whatin Severity ſhe deſerves. 


Yours, {5 c, 


It mu be remark'd, that this Perſon is 
no Difſenter, that. he declares him{1f ; but 
as to Phanztical. Principles I leave all the 
World to determine, which are worft, His 
or Mine—But that by the by, | 

_Now what is it, Sir, upon the Relation 
of this wild Story that you would be fatiſ- 
fy'd in, for I muſt ſum up the Faft to draw 
up the Conclufion'? 

Firft, Sir, you-commenc'd®> ari unlawfyl 
Love, for you allow it was not 4 Love of 
Friendſhip, but a Love of Sexes, and it ap- 
pears to be an inceſftnous Paſhon, ſince the 
Law, which you wrongfully call Dofors- Com- 
mons and the Biſhops, would not permit you 
to marry; nay the Inceſt was committed by 
your own Confeſſion, for you ſay, both ear- 
neſtly defir'd it, - which in Scripture Sence 
is attual Guilt Nay, you defir'd it 
notwithſtanding its being unlawful, for you 
ftood in it till Threats of Excommunication 
and Spiritual Court'Puniſhments reftrain'd 
yOu. | 

Well, being reftrain'd by this Force, you 
ſtil maintain the Aﬀeaion, how honeftly 
as 10 the Fleſh you beſt know, I am oblig*d 
to hope you did, becauſe you ſay ſO m—_—_— 
Then you reſolve to live together, tho? 
ſingle and unmarry'd, and ſwear to con- 
tinue this till Death——1a ſhort you have 
ſworn never to marry. | 

Time and differenc Circumſtances have 
cooFd this Flame, and you find your ſelf 


flighted; as indeed you hive great Reaſon 


to expeQ-yoeu ſhould, ſince Things' unlaw- 


'ful, and whoſe Foundation is vicious, will 


have 
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have no longer Duration, than while the 
Cauſes of them laſt; and when <ither the 
Luſt, or the Self-Iatereſr, or the raſh Paſh- 

- on ceaſes; the Aﬀe@ion muſt we:r off, and 
be cloy'd of Courſe; for no Love can con- 
tinue conftant, but that which being found- 
ed upon Merit in the P-rfon Loved, and 
Vertue in the Perſon Loving, has both a © 
Right Beginning and a' proper ObjeR, beth 
perhaps are ſuggeſted at firſt, but as the 
D<elufiom wears off, the AﬀeGion dwindles 
into Averſion, 


We!!, and ſo itis heres 


3, This is an excellent Proof to you of 


your continuing tc love,. that you can 
think of murthering the Perſon, 

2, It might convince you, that the whole 
TranſaQion has been of Hell, fince 
the Devil alone continues to be your 
CouncelJor. 

3: tis a juſt Reproof to your Folly, that 
the Slizhts of the Party, and the 
Ground of it, which you ſay are wholly 
Mercenary, ſhould not direQ you to 
give her a ſuitable Return. 


-As to the OATH. 


s. Y.u ovght to have given me the Form 
of 'it, a:d the Circumſtances and 


and now the Ex- 
periment is made, the Tznorance diſcovers 
it ſelf —— And you would be told what you 
ſhould do? Truly, *cis eafie to tell you what 
you ſhould doz but firft let us ſee, what 
your own native Madneſs, the Tame that 
prompted this Folly, diftates to you. 

It ſeems by your Letter, the Woman has 
ſeen her Folly firſt, and ſhe begins to hate 
you, that is, begins to .cume to her -Sen - 

'ces; but YOU neither by the Fire that 
conſum'd your Eftate, the Priſcn that mor- 
tify'd your Perſon, nor the goud Providence 
that has left you ſomething to live on, yet 
reclaim'd; that is, in ſhort neither by Judg- 
ments or Mercies to be mide better, con- 
tinue your Crime 
and meditate, doubling your Wickedneſs 

' by adding Blood to Thceft, and Self-murther 
to all the reſt; a few Remarks on the Story 
will conclude my Advice as well as Reproof 
£0 you. - 


Nay encreaſe it, 


Manner of taking it ; otherwik it is 
impoſſible to enter into rhe Particu - 
lars of it, as to the Lawfulneſs of it— 
Tf it was an Oath to perform an un- 
la»ful Contract, or do an unlawful 
Attion, you ought toask God's Pardon 
f.r making it, and forthwirh break it, 
the Obligation ceaſing ia 1: ſelf, 


. Tf it was a reciprocal Contr:@ in its 


Nature, ic ſuppoſes your Fidelity, (o 
long as ſhe continued oblig'd by the 
uther Pact of it, and the Obligation 
being broken on one Parr, diſcharges 
the other, and difſolves irs Force, as 
in al] mutual! Contradts is ſuppos'd. 


. But if you have (worn poficively that 


you will never marry, without any Li- 
mitation or any:Room to retrieve -if 
ſhe ſhould marry, or break with- you, 
to remain unmarry'd,is not an unlawful 
Ation, and I ſee no Room to break 
your Fetters, you muſt keep it 
And this is my Reaſon indeed, why I 
anſwer the Queſtion, that your Story, 
whether Real or a Fiction, may be a 
Memento Mori to thoſe who vow raſh- 
ly, and then want to break the Bonds, 
their Folly has made ; Jepthas's Vow 
was raſh, but ftjil} he found himſelf 
bound to keep i”, and GOD may re» 
quire the raſh Oath to be obſery'd, as 
a juſt CorreRion to thoſe that make 
it ; and this is my dire& Anſwer te 
the Caſe of the Oath. 


As to the Woman and your Behaviour ts 
Her, if you pleaſe to hearken to ſome of 
my Phacatical Inftrutions, they are as 
follow, ' 


1. Att the Chriftian, with her, and ſend 


her a ;ſerjious honeft Exhortation, to 
refle&, how much She and You have 
to repent of ; and whether you ever 
agree in any thicg elſe, defire her «to 
joyn with you, in ſeriouſly asking GOD. 
Forgiveneſs for your inceftuous Wic- 
kedneſs. 


2+ Furniſh your Mind with Reaſons Ar» 


tillery to batter her Inſults, and de- 
claring War againſt her Crim-s, learn 
to return an equal Contempt to hee 

Perſon 


